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From Advance Sheets of the Inspector's Report.
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627,944 36 22 1,545 321 2 4
643,129 41 35 1,207 225 3 1
469,708 43 30 882 271 1 1
56,562 ' 5 43 151 24 1
102,531 10 29 260 32 1
375,427 17 32 692 97 3
20,372 5 38 52 8
12,052 7 47 37 8
372,694 22 19 715 164 1
831,720 50 41 1,840 245 2 1
316,777 25 35 513 134 2
176,412 22 33 420 79 1
77,160 5 37 158 18 2
84,398 23 39 191 28
7,636| 248,436 14 i 29 666 148 1
241,599 23 38 848 138 6 i
1,379,100 45 28 2,729 521! 5
! 65,647 4 27 198 32 1
253,148 10 31 727! 123 1 2
| 3,650 j
513,225 35! 34 1,383 j 181 7 2
317,141 20| 31 649 109 4 3
257,683 19 29 740 \ 92 2 2
69,740 15 39 203! 56 1 1
120,571 6 39! 1651 60 1
5,600 1 25 12 i 4
7,650,062 503' 830 16,983; 3,118 40 26
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Columbians . . . . .
Hocking .
Jackson . . . . . .
Jefferson . . . . . .
Lawrence . . . . .
Mahoning . . . . . .
Perry . . . . . .
Portage . . . . . .
Scioto . . . . . .
Stark . . . . . . .
Summit . . . . . .
Tuscarawas . . . . . .
Wayne . . . . . .
Total . .
Below is given a list of accidents, fatal or otherwise, from
February 16th to November 15th, that have come to the notice of
this department.
No record is to be found in this office of accidents occurring
from the close of the last fiscal year (November 15, 1883), to the
date of my assuming the office, February 16, 1884, though there
can be little doubt but some must have occurred.
The list here given is as complete as possible to be under the
difficulties experienced in gathering details, as noticed elsewhere.
Many accidents,, the consequence of which were but trivial, have
not been noticed or recorded.
The total number of accidents recorded is sixt>-six, of which
twenty-six were fatal. It will be observed that nearly one-half of
the whole number are from falls of slate or roof, and one-fourth of
the whole number are from falls of coal. One-half of thefafxil ac-
cident are from these two causes alone. It is presumed that many
of these could have been avoided by proper care, but in many minew
the roof is treacherous and liable to fall at any time without warn-
ing. There is no doubt, however, that miners, from being habitu-
ally accustomed to such danger, become, in many instances, negli-
gent in adopting proper measures of safety. Two deaths, one in
Perry and one in Jackson counties, were caused by shots blowing-
through pillars and killing men in the adjoining room. The prac-
tice of allowing pillars to become so thin as to endanger life in the
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next room, cannot be too severely reprehended; and it would ap-
pear that such pillafs certainly cannot be sufficient to support the
superincumbent strata with safety to the mine and miners. It is
gratifying to observe, in this connection, that in comparing the to-
tal output of the State with the list of accidents for the }rear on
tile in this office, ir is found there was but one accident of any
kind to 115,910 tons of coal mined, and but one life lost to 294,233
tons of coal mined. It is believed that this will compare very fa-
vorably with the record of any other State furnishing similar stat-
istics.
* * * * * * * * *
It is a matter of pardonable pride to the department, that in a
space of less than six months there have been created in the State
43 ventilating furnaces and ten fans, where no artificial means of
ventilation previously existed. In addition to this, airways have
been enlarged, drainage perfected, safetjr-catches and covers have
been placed on cages, where none were found, second openings
have been made to mines where required by law, and the health,
safety and protection of the miners noticeably improved.
In fact, without disparagement to any of my predecessors,
who were hampered in their efforts by the inadequate force at their
disposal, it is safe to say, that, since this law took effect, there has.
been more practical improvement manifested than could possibl}'
have been accomplished in thrice the length of time under the old
regime. In some cases it has been found necessary to resort to le-
gal measures to enforce compliance with the demands of the In-
spector, but these instances are rare, and in most cases prompt ac-
quiescence has been accorded to their suggestions or instructions.
